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What might Children do in 

this area? 
Resources Key Vocabulary Key Questions Adult Role 

Children may repeatedly 
fill and empty containers. 
 
They will explore 
splashing, patting and 
pouring. 
 
Children will use their 
whole hand got scooping 
and transferring water. 
 
Children will begin to 
notice cause and effect 
such as by making water 
ripples or making water 
wheels turn. 
 
Play alongside others, 
sometimes imitating their 
actions.  

Buckets 
Cups 
Ladles 
Spoons 
Shallow Trays 
Bowls 
Short Tubes 
Funnels 
Sponges 
Cloths 
Leaves 
Stones 
Petals 
Warm Water Bowls 
Cool Water Bowls 

Full 
Empty 
Splash 
Pour 
Drip 
Wet 
Cold 
Warm 
Heavy 
Light 

What happens when you 
pour the water into this 
container? 
 
How does the water feel 
on your hands today? 
 
Is your container full or 
empty now? 
 
Can you make the water 
move in a different way? 
 
What do you notice when 
you splash gently and 
when you splash harder? 

Model simple language 
and narrate children’s 
actions so they begin to 
connect words with what 
they are experiencing. 
 
Offer support with turn-
taking and sharing. 
 
Provide a range of 
containers and natural 
materials to extend 
exploration. 
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Children will begin to 
explore how water moves, 
noticing changes in speed, 
flow and direction. 
 
Make simple predictions. 
 
Fine motor skills will 
improve, allowing them to 
use pipettes, funnels and 
sieves. 
 
Play cooperatively, sharing 
resources and working 
together. 
 
Children will show 
curiosity about floating 
and sinking.  

Guttering 
Pipes 
Ramps 
Funnels 
Pipettes 
Sieves 
Measuring Jugs 
Containers With Markings 
Water Wheels 
Floating Objects 
Sinking Objects 
Natural Materials For 
Blocking Water 

Faster 
Slower 
Float 
Sink 
Heavier 
Lighter 
Flow 
Change 
Move 
Direction 

What do you think will 
happen if you pour the 
water faster? 
 
Which objects float and 
which ones sink? Why do 
you think that happens? 
 
How could you make the 
water change direction? 
 
What could you use to 
stop the water from 
escaping? 
 
How can you and your 
friend work together to 
make the water travel 
further? 

Model using language that 
shows you are making 
predictions. 
 
Support children to 
describe what they notice. 
 
Scaffold teamwork. 
 
Encourage children to 
verbalise their thinking, 
helping them to make 
connections between 
actions and outcomes.  



Summerville Primary Outdoor Continuous Provision  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4

-5
 Y

ea
rs

 
Children design and build 
more complex designs 
including channels, dams 
and bridges. 
 
Children will test their 
ideas and adapt their 
designs when something 
doesn’t work. 
 
Begin to measure with 
increasing accuracy. 
 
Children will be developing 
their early scientific 
thinking such as; 
predicting, testing, 
adjusting and explaining 
their ideas. 
 
Work collaboratively 
towards hared goals. 
 
Able to record their ideas 
using drawings, marks or 
tallies. 

Long Guttering Runs 
Water Wheels 
Pumps 
Containers With 
Measurement Markings 
Natural Materials For 
Dams 
Stones 
Sticks 
Mud 
Clipboards 
Chalkboards 
Stopwatches 
Timers 

Estimate 
Measure 
Volume 
Direction 
Predict 
Test 
Adjust 
Angle 
Speed 
Flow 

How could you make the 
water travel even further? 
 
What happens when you 
change the angle of the 
guttering? 
 
How can you slow the 
water down or speed it 
up? 
 
What could you change to 
improve your design? 
 
How will you record what 
you have found out? 

Ask open ended questions 
to prompt thinking and 
discussions. 
 
Introduce simple ways to 
record ideas. 
 
Encourage collaborative 
planning. 
 
Encourage children to 
revisit and refine their 
ideas. 
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What might Children do in 
this area? 

Resources Key Vocabulary Key Questions Adult Role 

Children will explore large 
construction materials by 
carrying, lifting and moving 
them around the space, 
often repeating actions. 
 
Begin to stack and 
combine materials in 
simple ways. 
 
Children will climb, crawl 
and balance using low-
level equipment. 
 
Children will explore 
moving their bodies in 
different ways such as 
stepping up, stepping 
down, jumping off low 
crates or crawling through 
tunnels. 
 
Children may begin to 
make simple dens.  

Crates 
Tyres 
Short Planks 
Soft Blocks 
Foam Bricks 
Tunnels 
Low Balance Beams 
Tarpaulins 
Small Cones 
Short Ropes 

Up 
Down 
Big 
Small 
Heavy 
Light 
Push 
Pull 
Climb 
Jump 
Stop 
Go 

Where do you think this 
plank could go next? 
 
How can you climb up 
safely? 
 
What happens when you 
push or pull this crate? 
 
Can you find a way to get 
across without stepping on 
the floor? 
 
What could you use to 
make your structure taller 
or wider? 

Model safe lifting and 
carrying techniques. 
 
Narrate children’s 
movements using simple 
positional language. 
 
Support children to assess 
risk by drawing attention 
to wobbling, tipping or 
unstable structures. 
 
Provide encouragement 
and reassurance.  
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Children will start to build 
ideas they have in their 
mind such as bridges, 
towers or enclosures.  
 
Children will explore how 
to make structures stable. 
 
Children will explore 
balance and weight. 
 
Children will start showing 
early planning behaviours 
such as gathering materials 
before they start building. 
 
Children begin to negotiate 
roles with peers, sharing 
ideas and working 
together.  

Longer Planks 
Cable Reels 
Crates 
Tyres 
Cones 
Ropes 
Tarpaulins 
Pegs 
Clips 
Wooden Blocks 

Balance 
Stable 
Strong 
Weak 
Join 
Connect 
Across 
Under 
Over 
Steady 

What do you think is 
making your structure 
wobble? 
 
How could you make this 
part stronger? 
 
Who could help you move 
this piece safely? 
 
What could you add to 
make your bridge longer or 
wider? 
 
How will people or 
vehicles move through 
your structure? 

Encourage children to test 
the stability of their 
structures. 
 
Encourage teamwork by 
supporting children to 
share ideas and listen to 
one another. 
 
Model and reinforcer 
positional language such 
as; over, under, across, and 
through. 
 
Support children to test 
and adapt their ideas, 
helping them to 
understand this is all part 
of the process. 
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Children plan and build 
more complex structures 
with a clear purpose such 
as dens, obstacle courses 
or vehicles. 
 
Children will test their 
ideas, identify problems 
and make changes to 
improve their designs. 
 

Large Planks 
Crates 
Tyres 
Den Covers 
Tarpaulins 
Pegs 
Ropes 
Cones 
Flags 
Chalkboards 
Clipboards 

Design 
Structure 
Support 
Direction 
Position 
Map 
Route 
Plan 
Improve 
Strengthen 

What is your plan for this 
structure? 
 
How will you make sure it 
is safe for people to use? 
 
What could you change to 
make it stronger or more 
stable? 
 

Ask open-ended questions 
to prompt thinking. 
 
Introduce simple design 
prompts, encouraging 
children to think ahead 
and plan their ideas. 
 
Encourage children to 
revisit and refine their 
structures over time, 
reinforcing the idea that 
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Children will use 
directional and positional 
language confidently as 
they explain their ideas to 
others. 
 
They work collaboratively, 
sharing materials and 
combining ideas to reach a 
shared goal.  
 
Children begin to draw 
simple plans to represent 
their ideas.  

How will people move 
through your obstacle 
course? 
 
Would you like to draw a 
plan to show your idea? 

improvement is part of the 
design process. 
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What might Children do in 
this area? 

Resources Key Vocabulary Key Questions Adult Role 

Children will explore loose 
parts by filling, carrying 
and transporting them 
around the space. 
 
They will investigate the 
sensory qualities of 
materials such as 
smoothness, roughness or 
weight. 
 
Children begin to sort 
objects by obvious 
features such as size or 
colour. 
 
They may line up or cluster 
objects. 
 
Children use loose parts in 
simple pretend play.  

Pinecones 
Stones 
Shells 
Wooden Rings 
Wooden Discs 
Small Logs 
Fabric Scraps 
Baskets 
Trays 
Small Crates 

Big 
Small 
Round 
Smooth 
Rough 
Same 
Different 
Heavy 
Light 

How does this object feel 
in your hand? 
 
Which ones look the same 
and which ones look 
different? 
 
What could you do with 
these pieces? 
 
Can you find something 
that is bigger or smaller 
than this one? 
 
How could you sort these 
in a different way? 

Model using language that 
shows children how to 
compare or categorise 
objects.  
 
Support safe exploration 
by showing children how 
to care for resources. 
 
Offer a range of exciting 
loose parts without 
directing the play. 
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Children begin to combine 
loose parts to create 
simple representations 
such as faces, roads or 
small structures. 
 
They will begin to explore 
early pattern making. 
 
Children to use loose parts 
to support imaginative 
play, turning them into 
food, treasure, animals or 
props. 
 
Children may gather 
resources before they 
begin designing.  
 
Children share ideas and 
build small worlds with 
their peers.  

Sticks 
Logs 
Pebbles 
Fabric Scraps 
Wooden Blocks 
Cable Reels 
Wooden Discs 
Shells 
Pinecones 
Feather 

Pattern 
Match 
Sort 
Arrange 
Build 
Create 
Repeat 
Organise 

What could these pieces 
become in your play? 
 
Can you make a repeating 
pattern using these 
objects? 
 
How could you change 
your arrangement to make 
it even clearer? 
 
What do you need to build 
the idea you have in your 
mind? 
 
How could you and your 
friend work together on 
this? 

Model how objects can 
represent different things. 
 
Introduce pattern 
language and encourage 
children to talk about the 
patterns they make. 
 
Support children to share 
materials.  
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Children will create more 
complex representations 
such as buildings, 
landscapes and story 
scenes. 
 
Children will use loose 
parts to solve problems 
such as building bridges, 
traps or pathways. 
 
Children can sustain play 
for longer periods of times, 
can return to ideas and 
refine them over time. 
 
Children can use loose 
parts o represent a variety 
of ideas such as numbers, 
letters or characters. 
 
Children can draw or mark-
make alongside their 
creations as they plan and 
record their ideas.  

Larger Natural Materials 
Chalk 
Clipboards 
Ropes 
Pegs 
Wooden Blocks 
Fabric Pieces 
Stones 
Sticks 

Represent 
Sequence 
Design 
Plan 
Map 
Organise 
Structure 
Layout 

How will you show your 
idea using these 
materials? 
 
What do you need to 
make your design work 
the way you want it to? 
 
How could you improve or 
change your structure? 
 
Would you like to draw a 
plan or map to help you 
explain your idea? 
 
What story or idea is 
happening in your small 
world today? 

Extend storytelling by 
asking open-ended 
questions about what 
children have made. 
 
Introduce and model early 
planning skills. 
 
Support children to explain 
their thinking. 
 
Provide opportunities for 
children to revisit and 
refine their ideas (don’t 
always pack it away!) 
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What might Children do 

in this area? 

Resources Key Vocabulary Key Questions Adult Role 

Children explore mud, 

water and natural 

materials using their 

hands, showing curiosity 

about textures such as 

soft, gritty, sticky or 

smooth. 

Children enjoy filling, 

emptying and stirring 

containers. Children will 

often repeat these 

actions. 

Children begin simple 

pretend play such as 

‘making dinner’ or 

‘mixing a cake.’ Ideas are 

usually based on their 

own, familiar routines. 

Children experiment with 

adding water to dry 

materials and notice how 

texture changes. 

Mud 
Sand 
Water 
Bowls 
Spoons 
Ladles 
Muffin Trays 
Pots 
Pans 
Herbs 
Petals 
Sticks 
Leaves 
Scoops 
Small Buckets 

Mix 
Stir 
Soft 
Hard 
Sticky 
Muddy 
Wet 
Dry 
Smooth 
Rough 

What are you making 
today in your kitchen? 
 
How does the mixture 
feel when you touch it? 
 
What happens when you 
add a little bit of water? 
 
Can you make your 
mixture thicker or 
runnier? 
 
Which tools help you stir 

or scoop the best? 

Model simple pretend 

play and descriptive 

language, encouraging 

children to do the same. 

 

Encourage sensory 

exploration and support 

children who may find 

this tricky. 

 

Offer a variety of natural 

materials to extend 

children’s curiosity.  

 

Model using key 

vocabulary.  



Summerville Primary Outdoor Continuous Provision  

 

 

 

Children often transport 

materials between 

containers or areas, 

showing early problem-

solving and exploration.  

 

3
-4

 Y
ea

rs
 

Children begin to make 

simple recipes, often 

sequencing their actions 

(first, I add water, then I 

stir). 

 

They can use tools with 

increasing control, such 

as ladles, scoops and 

measuring cups. 

 

Children engage in 

pretend play, taking on 

different roles. 

 

They explore how 

materials combine, 

noticing changes in 

texture, colour and 

consistency. 

 

Children begin to 

compare quantities, using 

Measuring Cups 
Spoons 
Ladles 
Muffin Trays 
Pots 
Pans 
Natural Ingredients 
Herbs 
Petals 
Sticks 
Mud 
Sand 
Water 
Jugs 

Recipe 
Ingredients 
More 
Less 
Half 
Mix 
Pour 
Thick 
Runny 
Combine 

What do you need next 
for your recipe? 
 
How can you make your 
mixture thicker or 
thinner? 
 
Who are you making this 
for today? 
 
What ingredients could 
you add to change the 
colour or texture? 
 
How will you know when 

your recipe is finished? 

Introduce and model 

using sequencing 

language to support early 

development or order 

and process. 

 

Model early 

mathematical vocabulary. 

 

Support children to play 

collaboratively and to 

share resources. 

 

Encourage children to talk 

about their ideas and to 

explain their thinking. 
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Children will develop 

more complex 

imaginative scenarios, 

such as running a café, 

creating potions or 

preparing meals for 

characters in their play. 

 

Children will use early 

measurement skills, 

comparing quantities and 

experimenting with 

ratios, for example; ‘I 

need more water to make 

in runny.’  

 

Children record their 

recipes and ideas using 

marks, drawings or 

symbols. 

 

Children explore how 

different materials 

behave when combined, 

showing early scientific 

thinking. 

Scales 
Jugs 
Measuring Cups 
Clipboards 
Pencils 
Natural Materials 
Mud 
Sand 
Water 
Herbs 
Petals 
Bowls 
Pans 
Spoons 

Measure 
Combine 
Texture 
Quantity 
Record 
Mixture 
Ingredients 
Compare 
Change 

How will you record your 
recipe so you can make it 
again? 
 
What could you add to 
change the texture or 
colour? 
 
How can you work 
together to make your 
café run smoothly? 
 
What do you notice 
when you mix these two 
materials? 
 
How could you make 

your mixture more 

precise? 

Model scientific ana 

descriptive language. 

 

Encourage problem 

solving by prompting 

children to test their 

ideas. 

 

Support children to 

record their thinking. 

 

Ensure children have 

access to a wide range of 

exciting resources, which 

are changed regularly.  
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Children work together 

on shared ideas.  
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What might Children do in 

this area? 
Resources Key Vocabulary Key Questions Adult Role 

Children notice natural 
objects such as leaves, 
stones and flowers. 
Children will often pick 
them up and explore their 
textures. 
 
Children will use their 
senses to explore the 
outside environment such 
as; touching soil, smelling 
herbs or listening to 
natural sounds. 
 
Children begin to 
understand simple cause 
and effect, such as 
watering soil and noticing 
it becomes wet. 
 
They enjoy collecting 
natural items in buckets or 
baskets. 
 
Children show curiosity 
about living things such as 

Magnifying Glasses 
Collecting Buckets 
Baskets 
Soil 
Seeds 
Watering Cans 
Leaves 
Stones 
Flowers 
Small Trowels 

Leaf 
Flower 
Soil 
Wet 
Dry 
Grow 
Smooth 
Rough 
Soft 
Hard 

What can you see when 
you look closely at this 
leaf? 
 
How does the soil feel 
today? 
 
What happens when we 
pour water onto the soil? 
 
Can you find something 
that feels different from 
this? 
 
Where do you think this 
insect might be going? 

Model noticing the world 
around you. 
 
Name natural items to 
introduce new vocabulary. 
 
Encourage the gentle 
caring of living things and 
natural materials. 
 
Support children to 
explore safely.  
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Children begin to care for 
plants with support from 
an adult. They can begin to 
water seedlings or help to 
plant bulbs. 
 
Children observe changes 
over times, noticing new 
leaves, shoots or flowers. 
 
Children can sort materials 
by features such as size, 
colour or texture. 
 
Children show curiosity 
about insects and small 
creatures, often watching 
them closely. 

Seed Trays 
Plant Pots 
Soil 
Watering Cans 
Plant Labels 
Sorting Trays 
Magnifiers 
Natural Materials 

Grow 
Change 
Roots 
Stem 
Compare 
Same 
Different 
Shoot 
Leaf 
Seedlings 

What has changed since 
we last looked at this 
plant? 
 
How can we help this plant 
to grow well? 
 
Which leaves look the 
same and which look 
different? 
 
What do you notice about 
this insect’s body? 
 
Why do you think this 
plant needs water? 

Introduce early scientific 
language. 
 
Model careful observation 
and encourage children to 
look carefully at the world 
around them. 
 
Support children to 
compare and sort natural 
materials. 
 
Encourage children to ask 
questions and explore 
their own ideas.  
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Children understand basic 
plants and what they need 
to survive. 
 
Children can talk about 
why plants need water, 
light and soil.  
 
They can make predictions 
about what might happen 
next in a plants growth. 
 
Children can record 
observations using 
drawings, tally charts or 
simple notes. 
 
They explore life cycles 
through hands-on 
experiences such as by 
planting seeds or 
observing insects. 
 
Children show a deep 
interest in the world 

Clipboards 
Pencils 
Life Cycle Cards 
Measuring Tools 
Seed Trays 
Magnifiers 
Soil 
Watering Cans 
Natural Materials 

Predict 
Observe 
Lifecycle 
Nutrients 
Measure 
Record 
Growth 
Change 
Time 

What do you think will 
happen to this plant next? 
 
How can we help this plant 
grow even better? 
 
What do your drawings or 
notes show about the 
changes you’ve seen? 
 
How is this insect different 
from the one we saw 
yesterday? 
 
What clues can you find 
that tell you how this plant 
is growing? 

Encourage children to 
explain their ideas using 
key vocabulary. 
 
Introduce and explain 
simple life cycle concepts 
through hands on 
experiences. 
 
Support children to record 
their observations in a way 
that is meaningful to 
them. 
 
Encourage children to be 
patient when observing 
changes over time.  
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around them and can 
notice changes over time.  


