
Maths 
Nursery Key Vocabulary 

 

 

Term 1  
 

More than, Fewer 
than, Same 

  
Explore and Build with 

Shapes and Objects  
 

Explore Repeats 
 

Hear and Say Number 
Names   

Term 2 
 

Begin to Order Number 
Names 

 
I see 1 2 3 

 
Join in with Repeats 

 
Explore Position and 

Space 

Term 3  
 

Show me 1 2 3 
 

Move and Label 1 2 3 
 

Explore Position and 
Routes 

 
Explore Own First 

Patterns  

Term 4  
 

Take and Give 1 2 3 
 

Match, Talk, Push and 
Pull 

 
Talk about Dots 

 
Compare and Sort 

Collections 

Term 5 
 

Lead on Own Repeats 
 

Start to Puzzle 
 

 Making Patterns 
Together 

 
Make Games and 

Actions   

Term 6 
 

Show Me 5 
 

My Own Pattern   
 

Stop at 1 2 3 4 5 
 

 Match Sort Compare 

Lot 
Lots 

More 
Less 

Fewer 
Same 
Not 
The 

Same 
Different 

Group 
Set 

Collection 
Collect 
Large 
Larger 
Largest 
Small 

Smaller 

Count 
Represent 

Show 
Say 

Hear 
Listen 
Make 
Total 

Numbers 
Number Names 

(One, Two, Three) 
Order 
First 
Next 
Next 

Finger 
Counting 

How 
Many 

One 
Two 

Three 
Count 
Total 

Altogether 
How Many 

Amount 
Group 

Subitise 
See 

Look 
Say 

Number Names 
Fingers 
Show 
Count 
One 
Two 

Count 
Counting 

How Many 
Total 

Altogether 
Number Names 

Number 
Numeral 

Set 
Group 
One 
Two 

Three 
Take 
Give 
See 

Recognise 
Identify 
Same 

Pattern 
Repeat 
Again 

Sequence 
Rhythm 
Rhyme 
Arrange 
Order 
Same 

Not The Same 
Different 

First 
Then 
Next 

After That 
Start 
End 
Line 

Shape 

Count 
Counting 

How Many 
Total 

Altogether 
Number Names 

Number 
Numeral 
Match 

Set 
Group 
One 
Two 

Three 
Four 
Five 
Start 
Stop 
Last 
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Smallest 
Same 

Altogether 
Compare 
Amount 

Flat 
Round 
Shape 

Compare 
Arrange 
Choose 
Place 

Pointed 
Big 

Small 
Bigger 

Smaller 
Sort 

Same 
Different 
Position 
Rotate 

Flip 
Turn 
Fit 

Piece 
Object 
Stack 
Roll 

Rhythm 
Slow 
Fast 
Copy 

One 
Two 

Three 
Count 
Total 

Altogether 
How 

Many 
Amount 
Group 

Subitise 
See 

Count 
Quickly 

Number Names 
Copy 

Pattern 
Sequence 

Repeat 
Predict 

First 
Then 
Next 

After That 
Finally 
Again 

Arrange 
Beat 

Routine 
Rhythm 

Fast 
Slow 
Daily 

Three 
Number 
Numeral 
Subitise 

See 
Identify 

Recognise 
Match 
Label 
Not 
One 

Same 
Different 

Shape 
Position 

Move 
Turn 
Fit 

Match 
Where 

Arrange 
Same 

Different 
Follow 
Route 
Now 
Then 
Go 

Stop 
In 

Inside 
Out 
On 

Different 
Start 
Stop 
Last 
Flat 

Round 
Shape 

Compare 
Match 
Notice 

Describe 
Push 

Pointed 
Same 

Different 
Together 

Face 
Side 

Arrange 
Choose 
Select 
Turn 

Rotate 
Flip 

Combine 
In 
On 

Under 
Next To 

Between 
Over 

Through 
Around 

Copy 
Circle 
Grid 
Box 

Cross 
Sun 
Flat 

Round 
Shape 

Compare 
Match 
Notice 

Describe 
Template 
Outline 
Shadow 
Puzzle 
Object 

Pointed 
Position 

Fit 
Join 

Together 
Same 

Different 
Face 
Side 

Arrange 
Choose 
Select 
Turn 

Rotate 
Straight 

One-To-One 
Correspondence 

One More 
One Fewer 

Add 
Take Away 

Pattern 
AB Pattern 

Repeat 
First 
Then 
Next 

After That 
Again 
Now 

Sequence 
Arrange 

Arrangement 
Place 

Position 
Order 
Same 

Not The Same 
Different 

Copy 
Continue 

Line 
Hear 
See 

Right 
Wrong 
Correct 
Mistake 
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Pattern 
Sequence 

Line 
Repeat 
Predict 

First 
Then 
Next 
After 
That 

Finally 
Again 
Build 

Choose 
Count 

Say 
Hear 

Listen 
Numbers 

Order 
Number 
Names 
(One 

, Two, Three, Four, 
Five) 

Forwards 
Backwards 

First 
Next 
How 

Many 
 

Regular 
Action 
Step 

In 
Inside 
Out 
On 

Under 
Next To 

In 
Front 

Behind 
Where 

Fit 
Big 

Small 
Too Big 

Too Small 
Same 

Not The Same 
Different 

Sort 
Group 

Set 
Together 

Shape 
Arrange 
Space 
Match 
Pointy 
Sharp 
Round 
Curvy 

Under 
Over 

Around 
Next To 
Through 

In 
Front 

Behind 
Big 

Small 
Too Big 

Too Small 
Pointy 
Sharp 
Round 
Curvy 
Flat. 

Pattern 
Line 
Row 
Next 

Arrange 
Road 

Bridge 
Tower 

Position 
Place 
Blocks 
Next 

After That 
Then 

Shape 
Stripes 

Move 
Route 

Subitise 
How Many 

Number Dot 
Dot Plate 
Pattern 

Recognise 
See 
Say 

Show 
One 
Two 

Three 
Same 

Different 
Lot 
Lots 

More 
Less 

Fewer 
Same 

Not The Same 
Different 

Equal 
Group 

Set 
Collection 

Collect 
Large 
Larger 
Largest 
Small 

Curve 
Line 
In 
On 

Under 
Next To 

Between 
Over 

Through 
Around 
Move 
Along 
Route 

Direction 
Belong 
Pattern 
Repeat 

First 
Then 
Next 
After 
That 
Start 
End 
Line 

Again 
Sequence 
Arrange 

Arrangement 
Order 
Same 
Not 
The 

Error 
Change 
Notice 
Spot 

Make 
Create 
Belong 

Doesn’t Belong 
Construction 

Enclosure 
Home 
Count 

How Many 
Number 

One 
Two 

Three 
Four 
Five 

Group 
Move 

Arrange 
Place 

Forwards 
Backwards 

Change 
Same 

Not The Same 
Different 

Say 
Next 

Number 
Card 
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Flat Stripy 
Spots 
Spotty 
Zigzags 
Waves 
Wavy 

Straight 
Swirls 
Spirals 

Smaller 
Smallest 

Altogether 
Compare 
Number 
Appear 
Space 
Size 

Same 
Different 

Shape 
Copy 

Continue 
Rhythm 

Beat 
Clap 

Listen 
Hear 
Wavy 
Circle 
Zigzag 
Line 
Up 

Down 
Sing 

Perform 
Subitise 

How Many 
Number 

Set 
Dot 

Dot Plate 
Match 
Pattern 

Arrangement 
Recognise 

See 
Listen 
Hear 

Sound 
Beat 

Numeral 
Fingers 
Finger 

Counting 
Marks 
Record 
More 
Fewer 
Same 

Not The Same 
Different 

Group 
Set 

Compare 
Match 

Amount 
Number 
Colour 
Shape 

Pattern 
Size 

Change 
Number Names 

Five 
Sort 
Type 
Kind 

Attribute 
Identical 

Both 
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Say 
One 
Two 

Three 
Same 

Different 


