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Vocabulary Progression — Nursery

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6

Communication &

Language

Understanding

Listening, Attention &

Mummy, Daddy, Cup,
Shoe, Book, Car,
Table, Chair, Carpet,
Milk, Water, Tree,
Flower, Sky, Food,
Drink, Toy, Box,

Blanket, Door.

Spoon, Fork, Plate,
Bowl, Window, Light,
Coat, Socks, Hat,

Gloves, Bag.

Run, Jump, Sit, Stand,
Walk, Sleep, Eat,
Drink, Play, Dance,
Sing, Clap, Wave,
Throw, Catch, Push,
Pull, Climb, Crawl,
Kick, Hide, Seek,
Smile, Cry, Look,

Listen.

Talk, Listen, Look,
See, Hear, Smell,
Taste, Touch, Help,
Hold, Carry, Pull,
Push, Open, Close,

Under, Over.

I, You, He, She, We,
They, Me, My, Mine,
Yours, His, Her, Their,
Our, This, That, Here,

There, Where,
Everywhere,
Somewhere,

Nowhere, Inside,

Outside,

Wet, Dry, Soft, Hard,
Warm, Cold, Bright,
Dark, Angry, Scared,
Tired, Hungry,
Thirsty, Quiet, Loud,
Early, Late, Morning,
Afternoon, Evening,
Night, Today,
Tomorrow,
Yesterday, Soon,

Later.

Communication &
Language

Speaking

Big, Small, Hot, Cold,
Open, Close, Happy,
Sad, Yes, No, More,
All done, Me, Mine,
You, Please, Thank
you, Hello, Goodbye,
Here, There, Sit,
Stand, Eat, Drink,
Play, Walk, Run.

Colours, Soft, Hard,
Wet, Dry, Clean,
Dirty, Fast, Slow, Up,
Down, In, Out, On,
Off, Open, Closed,
Full, Empty, Loud,

Quiet.

In, Out, Under, On,
Behind, Next to, In
front of, Between,
Inside, Outside, Over,
Around, Through,
Near, Far, Up, Down,
Left, Right, Front,
Back, Side, Top, First,
Last, Middle.

Long, Short, Tall,
High, Low, Fat, Thin,
Heavy, Light, Strong,

Weak, Soft, Hard,
Rough, Smooth, Wet,
Dry, Warm, Hot,
Cold, Bright, Dark,
Clean, Dirty, New,
Old, Open, Close.

My, Your, His, Her,
Our, Their, This, That,
Here, There, Up,
Down, Near, Far,
High, Low, Between,

Inside.

Fast, Slow, Old, New,
Shiny, Round, Square,
First, Last, Next,
Before, After, Start,
Finish, Always, Never,
Sometimes, Anytime,
Today, Tomorrow,
Yesterday, Early,

Later, Now, Later.

Personal, Social &
Emotional

Development

Happy, Sad, Tired,

Excited, Calm, Quiet,

Upset, Proud, Silly,
Calm, Deep Breath,

Gentle, Quiet, Listen.

Calm, Take turns,

Share, Feelings, Deep

Breath, Think, Count,

Control, Emotions,
Relax, Speak, Words,
Strong, Talk, Voice.

Understand Wait,
Feelings,

Communicate,

Control, Confidence,
Understand, Fair,

Respect.
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Self-Regulation

Loud, Cry, Smile,
Laugh, Go, Wait.

Time, Safe, Careful,
Danger, Stop, Think,

Listen, Follow.

Emotions, Breathe,
Wait, Patience,
Problem-Solve, Calm,
Adjust, Focus,

Balance.

Personal, Social &
Emotional
Development

Managing Self

Me, Mine, |, You, Eat,
Drink, Sleep, Play,
Clean, Dirty, Yes, No,
Wash, Dress, Share.

Brush, Wash, Try,
Help, Choose, Turn,
Finish, Start, Ready,

Tidy, Pack Away,

Wait, Line up, Sit

Down, Stand up.

Choose, Decide, Help,
Yourself, Try, Wait,
Patiently, Follow, Ask
for Help, Clean up,
Ready, Safe.

Plan, Safe, Work,
Finish, Tidy,
Independent, Help,
Clean, Best, Listen,
Follow, Directions,

Instructions, Careful.

Plan, Organise, Keep
Trying, Finish, Start,
Tidy-up, Ready,
Instructions, Care,
Time, Rules, Follow,

Together.

Organise, Plan,
Follow Routines,
Make Choices, Help
Others, Responsible,
Independent,

Decisions.

Personal, Social &
Emotional
Development
Building

Relationships

Mummy, Daddy,
Friend, Teacher,
Baby, Hello,
Goodbye, Please,
Thank you, Sorry,
Hug, Help, Kind,

Gentle, Together.

Share, Turn-taking,
Fair, Together, Team,
Friend, Partner,
Family, Group, Nice,
Talk, Play with,

Listen, Wait, Invite.

Include, Welcome,
Sorry, Nicely, Please,
Thank you, Respect,
Care, Friendly, Share,

Apologise, Forgive.

Friendly, Kind,
Manners, Teamwork,
Fairness, Share, Play,

Sorry, Apologise,
Encourage, Together,
Share, Feelings,

Responsibility.

Include, Share,
Support, Listen, Take
Turns, Apologise,
Friendships, Patience,
Help Out, Friend,

Respect, Kind.

Teamwork, Resolve,
Encourage,
Apologise, Forgive,
Understand,
Communicate,

Honest, Trust.

Physical
Development

Gross Motor Skills

Run, Jump, Walk,
Hop, Skip, Climb,
Crawl, Roll, Spin,

Slide, Swing, Push,
Pull, Lift, Throw.

Stretch, Bend, Step,
Slide, Bounce, Kick,

Catch, Throw, Leap.

Spin, Skip, Pass, Aim,
Pedal.

Balance, Roll,
Tumble, Reach, Skip,

Sway.

Push, Pull, Lift, Carry,
Throw, Catch, Pass,

Steer.

Leap, Dance, Spin,
Twirl, Slide, Climb,
Bend.
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Physical Hold, Grip, Pinch, Tap, Press, Squeeze, Stack, Thread, Snap, String, Bead, Screw, Button, Zip, Tap, Draw, Sketch, Paint,
Development Twist, Turn, Push, Pat, Roll, Squash. Twist, Open, Close, Unscrew, Snap, Tie, Hammer, Turn, Clip, Glue, Peel, Scrunch.
Fine Motor Skills Pull, Pick, Drop, Draw, Colour, Trace, Fold, Shape, Mould, Press.
Cut, Glue, Fold, Clip. Twist.
Literacy Story, Book, Page, Beginning, End, Tell, Match, Find, Say, Idea, Tell Me, Guess, Question, Answer, Character, Repeat,
Comprehension Picture, Listen, Tell, Time, Place, Journey, Hero, Good, Bad, Repeat, Song, Tell, Say, Wonder, Describe, Follow,
Look, Show, Point, Adventure, Surprise. Brave, Kind, Castle, Pattern. Listen, Know, Think, Remember,
Turn. Sea, Farm, Mountain, Feel, Remember, Question, Answer,
Island, Sky. Where, When, Who, Explain, Choose.
When, Why
Literacy Picture, See, Look, Cover, Talk About, Rhyme, Find, Match, Letter Shapes, Favourite, Problem, Phonics (Setting
Word Reading Point, Word, Letters, Front, Back. Guess, Remember, Words. Solve. Dependent),
Song, Nursery Repeat, Forget. Sequence, Order.
Rhyme.
Literacy Draw, Line, Circle, Big, Small, Start, Trace, Letter, Shape, Up, Down, Copy, Around, Copy, Paper, Name, Curved,
Writing Dot, Scribble, Colour, Stop, Long, Straight, Straight, Roll, Twist, Write, Crayon Pencil, Page Zigzag, Cross, Grip,
Mark. Curvy, Wavy, Up, Turn, Snap. Pen, Letter Shape.
Down, Across,
Around.
Maths Count, Many, Pair, One, Two, Three, Number, Above, Six, Tall, Short, Same, First, Then, Order, Seven, Eight, Nine,
Number Match, Group, Big, Four, Five, Before, Below, Before. Lighter, Heavier, Full, Sequence, More Ten, Before, After,
Small, Behind, In After, Same, Bigger, Empty, Pouring, than, Less than, Pairs, Match,
Front, Fit, Colour, Smaller, Different. Liquid. Group, Same, Problem, Solve.
Different.
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Mix, Shape, Same,
Bigger, Little, Small.
Maths Colour, Match, Same, | Shape, Circle, Square, Circle, Rectangle, Repeat, Balance. Line, Pattern, Order, Sequence, Next,
Numerical Patterns Different, Pattern, Triangle, Pair, Share Triangle, Cuboid, Rectangle. Before, After, Inside,

Line, Sides, Corners,

Straight, Flat.

Pattern, Group.

Round.

Outside, Find.

Understanding The
World

Past & Present

Today, Yesterday,
Tomorrow, Morning,
Afternoon, Evening,

Night, Now, Then,

Old, New, Before,

After, First, Last, Day.

Family, Parents,
Grandparents, Baby,
Child, Adult, Birthday,

Age, Grow,

Remember,

Week, Month, Year,
Once, Long ago,

Later, Soon, Early.

History, Event, Old,
New, Celebrate,
Tradition, Late,

Change, Younger,

Older.

Live, Town, City,
Change, Remember,
World, Local,
Picture, Home,

Photograph, New.

Past, Present,

Timeline, Country.

Understanding The
World
People, Culture &

Communities

Family, Parent,

Brother, Sister,

Grandparents,
Friends, Neighbour,

Home, House,

School, Classroom,
Teacher, Child, Baby,
Adult, , Talk, Listen,
Share, Group,

Together

Different, Celebrate,
Love, Care,
Community,
Neighbourhood,
Town, City, Street,
Park, Library,
Mosque, Church,
Worship, Beliefs,

Temple.

Language, Food,

Clothes, Family,

Friends, Festival,
Celebrate, Different,

Same.

Dance, Music, Art,
Stories, Religion,
Prayer, Song, Picture,

Map, People.

Flag, Community,
Together, Belonging,
World, Country, City,

Town, Village,

People, Travel, Visit..

Understanding The
World
The Natural World

Outside, Nature,
Tree, Leaf, Flower,

Grass, Sun, Sky,

Weather, Season,
Summer, Winter,

Spring, Autumn, Cold,

Animals, Insect,
Spider, Bird, Worm,

Caterpillar, Ladybug,

Land, Ocean, Sea,
River, Stream, Lake,

Waterfall, Island,

Grow, Blossom, Fruit,

Vegetables, Crop,

Earth, Moon, Sun,
Star, Planet, Sky,

Space, Universe.
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Cloud, Rain, Wind,
Snow, Bird, Insect,
River, Pond,
Mountain, Hill,
Beach, Rock, Sand,
Earth, Soil, Plant,
Root, Seed, Garden,
Path, Forest, Bush,

Branch.

Hot, Warm, Cool,
Storm, Thunder,
Lightning, Rainbow,
Foggy, Frost, Ice,
Breeze, Sunshine,

Night, Day.

Frog, Rabbit, Deer,
Squirrel, Duck, Turtle,
Pond, Nest, Fur,

Feather, Scale, Shell.

Desert, Valley, CIiff,

Seashore.

Berry, Leaf, Pinecone,

Bark, Trunk, Twig.

Expressive Arts &
Design
Creating With

Materials

Paint, Brush, Crayon,
Pencil, Paper, Glue,
Scissors, Tape, Chalk,
Clay, Dough, Sponge,
Glitter, Cardboard,
Fabric, String, Bead,
Button, Ribbon,
Straw, Pipe Cleaner,
Cotton Wool, Tissue
Paper, Feathers,

Stick, Pebble, Leaves.

Shape, Circle, Square,
Triangle, Rectangle,
Star, Heart, Diamond,
Colours, Light, Dark,

Rainbow, Mix.

Smooth, Rough, Soft,
Hard, Bumpy, Fuzzy,
Sticky, Slippery,
Stripe, Dot, Spot, Zig-
zag, Spiral,, Swirl,

Wave.

Build, Stack, Mould,
Shape, Fold, Bend,
Cut, Tear, Layer, Join,
Fasten, Attach, Stick,
Worap, Roll, Press,
Pinch, Squish,

Stretch, Twist.

Paper, Egg Carton,
Newspaper,
Magazine, Box,
Carton, Tin, Jar, Can,

Plastic, Cardboard,

Cork, Twig, Shell,
Stone, Petal, Bark,
Sand, Clay.
Playdough. Tie, Bead,
String, Thread.

Expressive Arts &
Design
Being Imaginative

And Expressive

Imagine, Pretend,
Play, Story, Role,
Fairy, Wizard,

Princess, Dragon,

Music, Dance, Song,
Sing, Rhyme, Beat,
Clap, Tap, Stomp,

Twirl, Spin, Bounce,

Happy, Sad, Angry,
Scared, Excited,
Calm, Surprised,

Love, Smile, Laugh,

Story, Begin, End,
Once, Time, Place,
Faraway, Land,

Kingdom, Adventure,

Act, Perform, Dance,
Move, Pose,
Expression, Show,

Play, Stage,

Decorate, Make,
Imagine, Imagination,

Create, Draw, Build,
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Adventure, Treasure, Step, Move, Hop, Cry, Shout, Shout, Journey, Brave, Kind, Audience, Mask, Paint, Model, Colour,
Pirate, Magic, Spell, Skip, Jump, Fast, Whisper. Clever, Trick, Puzzle. Puppet, Speak, Stories, Favourite.
Crown, Sword, Loud, Quiet, High. Shout, Whisper,
Forest, Cave, Laugh, Cry.
Journey, Adventure.




