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British Values at Summerville Primary School

At Summerville Primary School, we are committed to preparing our pupils for life in
modern Britain. We believe that children should grow up understanding how their
community works, how to treat others with respect and how to play a positive role in
society. By promoting the core British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual
liberty, mutual respect, and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs, we help our
pupils develop the character, confidence, and social awareness they need to thrive.
These values are woven through our curriculum, our relationships, and our school
culture, ensuring that every child learns to value themselves, respect others, and
contribute to a diverse and inclusive community.

The Department of Education have reinforced the need “to create and enforce a
clear and rigorous expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British
values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance
of those with different values and beliefs.”

The government has set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent
Strategy and these values were reiterated by the Prime Minister in 2014.

Democracy

We are committed to our restorative approach to behaviour and relationships in
school. At the start of each academic year, each class elect 2 children who will
represent them on the school council for the year. We have an Election Day and the
children experience completing their voting slip in a polling booth before posting it
into the ballot box. Children sign up to a class ‘rights and responsibilities’ charter and
an anti-bullying pledge. Pupils’ views are sought in many ways such as surveys,
interviews, pupil voice and assemblies.

The Rule of Law

The importance of laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school or
the country, are consistently reinforced in school. Our behaviour and relationship
policy is built upon a restorative approach whereby the children have time to reflect
upon what has happened and consider the impact their actions have had on the
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other people involved. This policy demonstrates equity in that we recognise that
certain adaptations are needed for some children to be able to engage with this
approach.

Class and whole school expectations are reinforced regularly, and our 4 values of
respect, challenge, self-belief and excellence are woven through our school policies
and procedures. These are also celebrated in our Friday assembly where a child
from each class is recognised for demonstrating one of the four values that week.

Our curriculum teaches about rights as outlined in the United Nations Children’s
Charter of Rights and we have visits from different agencies to reinforce key
messages about our responsibilities such as the police, fire brigade and the youth
offending service.

Individual Liberty

Within school, children are actively encouraged to make positive choices knowing
that they are in a safe and supportive environment. Our children are taught to know
and understand their rights and personal freedoms and know how to keep
themselves safe. We are currently working towards becoming a UN Rights
Respecting School. Our pastoral policies, such as the anti-bullying policy, equality
policy and e-safety policy, ensure that all children can learn in a safe environment.

Our restorative approach to behaviour and relationships enable children to
understand their own and others' liberties as it is effective in changing the behaviour
of those who have harmed others. Punitive measures on their own are not an
effective way of helping children understand the effects of their behaviour on others.
The basic ethos of the restorative approach is to:

e Ensure that children have the chance to reflect and understand the harm that
they may have done to others
e Give children who have caused harm the opportunity to make things right.

We work with agencies such as Place2Be, GMP, health professionals, NSPCC and
Salford i-Thrive to support our children in keeping themselves safe.

Mutual Respect

A place where we nurture, inspire and achieve success for all.
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Our mission statement is the cornerstone of everything we do and our relationships,
whether between children or adults, are always respectful as this is at the heart of
our school ethos. Our core values of respect, self-belief, challenge and excellence
underpin everything we do. These values are often discussed in assemblies,
lessons, school council meetings and staff meetings. We regularly ask parents and
carers for their views as they are a vital part of our Summerville family and we want
to hear their opinions on how well we meet the needs of their child in terms of their
happiness and well-being. Our aim is that, by creating an environment where mutual
respect is demonstrated daily, every child will be given the tools to enter the world as
an adult in the position to contribute positively to the society.

Our annual Proud to Be Day is a celebration of our diverse Summerville family and a
demonstration of our mutual respect for the differences that we share. Our behaviour
and relationship policy is based on relationships and the importance of mutual
respect.

Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs

Summerville’s diversity and harmonious community is one of our greatest strengths.
Our children respect their own identities, faiths and beliefs. Children, no matter what
their background, religion or faith, come together both in school and at places of
worship to understand others better. Our curriculum is woven with opportunities for
our children to think critically, creatively and collaboratively. It helps our teachers to
build a community of enquiry where participants create their own questions and
‘learn to learn’ in the process. We celebrate diversity across our school through Eid
and Christmas parties and our Proud to Be day. We are working towards becoming a
School of Sanctuary and our New Arrivals Ambassadors welcome new pupils to our
school.

At Summerville Primary School, we will actively challenge children, staff,
parents and carers or visitors expressing opinions contrary to the fundamental
British Values, including extremist views.



